Our Tottenham
Minutes of Meeting 6 April 2017
639 Tottenham High Road 7.00 – 8.45 pm

Present: Andrea (St. Anne’s), Bob (NPRA), Claire (UCL, local resident) Dave (BFRA), Jack (Tottenham Hale resident), Jasmine (FMGL), Mark, (Birkbeck), Martin (FDLP), Sue (CARA), Pamela (SHN), Mark (Researcher).  
Apologies: Anne, Alison, Jane.
1.  Minutes of the last meeting were not available. Dave apologised for not bringing along notes from the last meeting. 

2.  Matters arising no specific issues were discussed.  It was noted there was an HDV planning campaign meeting this evening and some people may have been in attendance at that meeting.  Dave said that the last 2 or 3 OT meetings have been well attended and the group has moved on from the all the hard work related to the planning enquiry. 
3.  Specific Sites:
Spurs stadium development
· Mark outlined the current status of the stadium development, including proposals to demolish Northumberland Park School as part of the wider regeneration and possibly for use of TV vehicles, etc.  Also that the contract to play at Wembley Stadium next season had still not been signed by the football club – an indication that building and/or finance may not be going to plan.

· Dave said there may be an outstanding FOI request relating to public money being used to support the stadium development.

· The Tottenham Business Group has been relaunched to campaign against the proposed demolitions on High Road West.  They have a new petition and this is also available via the 38 degrees website.  Dave stressed the need to oppose what is happening to their businesses and the fact that any opposition also encourages others.
· Dave said that some residents had already been moved out of the Love Lane estate with about 30 residents moved to Brook House.  The council is moving people out and buying up leaseholds when they become available.  This is in preparation for the first mass demolitions.

· Mark said he had been given a small grant by Birkbeck College to produce a graphic book about the stadium development and reactions of and impacts on local communities.  Mark provided a single page example of the way the book would look.  It could be used in local schools and colleges.  There is also a small budget for a book launch that could be part of a wider OT event.

Northumberland Park

· Bob said people on the estate have conflicting ideas about the regeneration proposals (as reflected in the single-page graphic).  There is a lack of information, with some leaseholders and council tenants told different things.  The only definite information is that the Northumberland Park School will be moved and become an academy.  The school governors seem pleased with this as they will get a new academy school.
· Dave said there was conflicting awareness about this scandal.  That nobody was calling for mass redevelopment of the whole area, except Spurs.  Martin said inevitably it will go wrong and the whole thing will then require a massive bail out.

· Bob said there was also a hostel on the estate and the residents don’t have anybody to speak for them.  

· Dave said that industrial sites may also be subject to redevelopment, although there was some debate about this.

· Bob said there was resistance amongst the residents.  There is a petition with several hundred signatures calling for a vote on the proposed demolitions and the HDV.  This is organised by the Northumberland Park Decides campaign, which has monthly meetings.

· The proposals from the council for the redevelopment of NP suggest a minimum target of 40% affordable housing.  However, these figures are targets and would also be affected if there were community facilities such as a community centre.  

Ward’s Corner

· Sue spoke about the big event happening on 8 April and provided handouts for everybody.  Sue also briefed on the following:

· A CPO was applied for in September 2016 by the council.  In February the council set out their statement of case to the 2,000 objections.  There will be a public enquiry starting on 11 July 2017.

· A crowd –funder has been set up to pay for lawyers at the public enquiry.  The council have to demonstrate the public benefit of demolition.

St. Anne’s Hospital

· Andrea said they are talking to a professional team to assist to buy 2/3 of the land in order to develop it for the community or get a democratic influence over what is happening.
· After talking to architects, they have finished the masterplan that would include 800 homes that are 100% genuinely affordable.  They are developing a business case for a community land trust with the GLA and Haringey Council.

· There is a group of about 20 people involved that meets every two weeks with lots of energy evident.

Pumping Station, Northumberland Park

· Bob briefed tthere is a plan to demolish this locally listed building.  It was disused, but was being used by a church group.  Recently bought up by the Go-Ahead bus group, which has recently concreted all around the building and put up notices they intend to knock it down.

· Some people are looking to challenge the proposed demolition.

Tottenham Hale

· Martin briefed on a number of issues, including the clean-up of the nature reserve by the Friends Group, which is raising its game as stakeholders for future challenges.

· The Mayor of London has overturned the Haringey Planning Committee to back the developer, not the community, to build a 22-storey building.
· The planning application for the tower block went ahead and this means there is section 106 available for Down Lane Park.  This may include a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) and new basketball court.

· Further tower blocks are still planned.

· The former bowling green is a ‘meanwhile’ project with a 2-year rent-free lease.  This may be a genuine community project.

· Green works are happening to improve access to the park.

· There is the carrot (s106 funding) and stick (large developer buildings) approach to development by Haringey Council.

· Monument Way; there is a planning application for medium-rise buildings, which has been approved.

· There has been a campaign by people from the Chestnuts Estate to fight off demolition proposals.  

· The council has credibility issues in delivering affordable housing.

Wood Green Area Action Plan

· Claire briefed on a number of issue.  She said there did not seem to be a co-ordinated campaign, but there are different pockets of resistance.

· Dave said there was work done on a website by the Caxton Road group that might be helpful in putting in an OT response.  Dave thought OT should put in a response.

· Claire said that she could pull together general comments about the AAP.

· Pam said that she could pull out some of the key sites.

· Claire will send around an email and work with Pam on a response.

· Pam made the point that push-back from large numbers of members of the public can help the council against developers.

Haringey Plan

· Nothing has been back on this yet.

· A number of groups are still meeting regularly on this issue, including Haringey Defend Council Housing, Broadwater Farm residents and Northumberland Park residents groups.

Haringey Development Vehicle (HDV)

· There is a concerted campaign against this proposal.  A central group is the £2 billion Gamble Campaign.

· Opposition has also come from some councillors and the council’s own Scrutiny Committee especially related to the risk factors.

· Claire said that Michael Edwards had spoken at the Scrutiny Committee yesterday.  He had used economic and risk arguments to put the case against the HDV.  A number of other people spoke against the proposal, including academic colleagues.

· The campaign has two up-coming public meetings: on 18 April at 7pm, Salvation Army building on Lymington Road and on 25 April at 7pm at the North London Community House.  There have been good public turnouts at previous events.

· A Just Giving site has been started to raise money for a Judicial Review of the council’s decision to approve the HDV.

· Haringey’s auditor will analyse the HDV for risk issues.

· Martin mentioned that work on the HDV, according to the website, had stopped due to governance issues.

Next Meeting

· 4 May 2017
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